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1.  DATE 

Z LOCATION 

11  October  1957 

I L-3vittown.  N.y 

» 

S.  0ATI*TIME  OROUP 

4.  TYPE  or  OBSERVATION  1 

* s 

rO{Cffown4- Vi  suol 

□ Croimd*Ro4or 

any 12/0140Z 

0 AlnVlwsI 

O Alr*lntofcoRt  Ro4or 

S.  PHOTOS  1 

i.  MUMI 

O Yoo 

:ocNo 

Civilian 

7.  LINOTM  OP.OBSiRVATlON 

•*  NUMBER  or  OBJECTS 

f.  COURSE 

2-3  seconds 

one 

not  given 

10^  MltP  SUMMARY  or  SIOHTIHO 

Round  area  of  light,  larger  than 
basketball,  blue-green,  trail  3-4 
times  size  of  object.  Appeared  ahead 
of  car  while  traveling. 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

O Wo*  Boiloon 

□ ProboUy  Balloo«) 

D PoaslUy  Balloon 

O Wo*  Aircfoft 

□ ProboUy  Alreroft 
G Possibly  Aireroff 

CJt^o*  Asffonofnlcal  Meteor 
O ProboUy  Aottonomlcol 
O Possibly  Astionowlcoi 


a 

O 




InstffMclont  Dolo  fsr  Evoluotion 
Unb 


11.  COMMENTS 

Typical  description  of  meteor. 
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HAD  SALT  UXI  CITY 

lIb^ ^ w“t H AT^ PU  "LOOKED  LIKE  THE 

T0%lVE  TBAS^  2o\6~^^H?Lg^M^FHraE'^R^^g^PsUOTlSE!^ 


OVEOSiVEft 


6T  A CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  ADMINISTRATION  SPOKESMAN  AT  AtOA  A«H.',  MST, 
(7t09  A*M.  EDT}*  REPORTS  OF  A SIMILAR  •FIREBALL*!  CAME. FROM  .POINTS 
scattered. AS  FAR  AS  TEXAS  AND  SOUTH  DAKOTA.  SOME  PERSONS  REPORTED 
SEEING  IT  OVER  UTAH  AND  SOUTHWESTERN  VYOHING. 


MOUND  THE  EARTH  LATE  LAST 


|MJ6U£IEJ8fiCiElS.  HE  SAID  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
T^LllX  AND  EMPTY  ROCKET  UHICH  IS  FOLLOVING 


I lie*  rxASiiiifibb  0 vAfi^n*  insm 

IT  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  CIRCLING  SOMEWHERE  OFF  SOUTH  AFRICA. > 


MORE  MG 10 24 A 


HxisA  , 

URGENT 

ADD  FIREBALL.  VERNAL.  X X X SOUTH  AFRICA.)  V'  . Q 

A VERNAL  RADIO  STATION  EMPLOYE,  LAVON  (CAP  V)  WALL  OF  STATION  KVEL'^ 
(CAPS)  SAID  TWO  HEN  HAD  SEEN  THE  OBJECT,  BELIEVED  IT  HAD  CRASHED  ABOUT 
9 TO.  30  MILES  EAST  OF  HERE,  AND  HAD  CONE  TO  LOOK  FOR  IT.  THEY  j 

DESCRIBED  XT  AS  ” WHITE  AND  LOOKING  LIKEJTHE  JiOONJIlTH  A BLUE  FLAMING 
T AIL-T  HAUiikSU'>^LKirrA-^HEXR1T«^  / 

HRS.^BPSAID  the  object  "LIT  UP  THE  ENTIRE  SKYT  IN  THE  VERNAL 
AREA  BEFORE  IT  DISAPPEARED  BEHIND^LOXTHlLiriSflfflOUr '4t  19  A.M.  (MST).  ( 
EARLIER  REPORTS  ALSO  SAID  THE  OBJECT  HAD  CRASHED  20  TO  30..MILES 
EAST  OF  MYTOM.  UTAH.  A SHALL  TOWN  ABOUT  29  MILES  SOUTHWEST  QF  HERE,  i* 
DUCHESNE  COUNTV  SHERIFF  LORIN  STEVENSON  SAID  HE  PLANNED  TO  SEND  A ..  ^ 
SEARCH  PLANE  AFTER  THE  OBJECT  ALTHOUGH  HE  SAID  HE  HAD  FOUND  NO  ONE  IN 
HIS  AREA  WHO  HAD  SEEN  THE  OBJECT--EITHER  IN  THE  SKY  OR  ON  THE  GROUND. 

( INCLUDES,  PREVIOUS)-. 
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(VITH  FIREBALL) 

HINNEAPOLIS,  MINNMN  OCT.  10— (UP) "A  WESTERN  AIRLINES  PILOT  WHO  SI6HB 
THE  FIREBALL  WHICH  WAS  SEEN  OVER  .SEVERAL  WESTERN  STATES  TODAY  SAID 
IT  WAS  "NO  SAUCER  FANTASY." 

FIRST  OFFICER  BILL  SCHULT2  OF  LOS  ANGELES  SAID  HE  IS  INCLINED 
TO  DISCREDIT  THE  THEORY  IT  HAT  HAVE  BEEN  A HETEORITE.  BUT 
WOULDN'T  DISCREDIT  THE  POSSIBILITY  IT  HAY  HAVE  BEEN  PART  OF  A 
ROCKET  

AID  THE  CREW.  AFTER  DISCUSSING  THE  SIGHTING 
URS.  "HAVE  TO  AOHIT  THAT  IT  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  NOTHING 


HOWEVER. 

FOR  S£V£BAL  iwun^f  nnw 

OTHER  THAN  A HETEORITE. 

ONE  THING  WE  KNOW  FOR  SURE",  HE  ADDED.  "THIS  WAS  NO  FLYING 
ACUER  FANTSY.f 

HE  SAID  THE  "RASCAL"  WAS  SO  "REALISTIC  IT  BECAHE  A HATTER  OF 
CONCERN  TO  US.  IT  WAS  SO  IHPRESSIVE  WE  KEPT  OUR  EYES  ALERTED  DURING 
THE  REST  OF  THE  NIGHT"  BECASE  WE  "HAD  NO  IDEA  WHAT  WAS  BEHIND  US". 

THE  CREW  OF  WESTERN, AIl^V^N*^  T ... 

ANGELES  TO  HINNEAPOLISV  SIGHTED  THE  OBJECT  AT  ABOUT  AtQ8 
(HST)  AS  IT  CROSSED  THE  CONTINENTAL  DIVIDE  IN  THE  RAWLXNG  WYO« 

AREA.  ' 

IT. .WAS  FIRST  SEEN  AS  A "SHALL  WHITE  LIGHT"  BY  CAPT.  JOSEPH 

sepay» 

IT  .THEN  LOOKED  ACROSS  THE  HORIZON,  DISPLAYING  SAID, 

CONSISTENT  FLAHE  PATTERN  WHICH  WAS  WHITE  IN  COLORWlirAT  LEAST 
90  FEET  IN  LENGTH." 

. HE  SAID  IT  WAS..FIRST  SEEN  NEARLY  HORIZONTAL  TO  THE  HORIZON,  AND 
WHEN  IT  REACHED  THE  2 O'CLOCK  POSITION  IT  BEGAN  TO  DISINTEGRATE. 
HORE  RS  138P. 


A "VERY 
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HX2AA  \\ 

. ADD  WITH  FIREBALL  XXX  TO  DISINTEGRATE. 

"IT  REHINDED  HE",JHMift  SAID,  "OF  A WING  BEING  SHOT  OFF  AN 
-AXRCHAFT** 

SHULTZ  SAID  THAT  "WITHIN  SECONDS"  AFTER  THEY  REPORTED  SIGHTING 
THE  OBJECT,OTH£R  PLANES  ALSO  CAHE  IN  WITH  CONFIRMATIONS. 

HE  SAID  THE  PILOT  OF  A NAVY  TRANSPORT  HAS  "SORE  THAT.  A ROCKET  OR 
MISSILE  HAD  BEEN  FIRED  AMD  ENDANGERED  HIS  PASSENGERS". 

THE  NAVY  PILOT  SAID  HE  HAD  TO  TAKE  EVASIVE  ACTION,  HE  REPORTED 
SEEING  IT  CRASH. 

SCHULTZ  SAIO..THE  OBJECT  HAS  IN  SIGHT  FOR  ABOUT  A MINUTE. 

HE  SAID  A "RIDICULOUS".  ESTIMATE  OF  THE  SPEED  OF  THE  OBJECT  .WOULD  BE 
1,200  TO  1,30  MILES  AN  HOUR. 

..  , ..RS41P 
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ISr  GENERAL . LEAD  FIREBALL 
" / BY  UNITED  PRESS 

THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  AIR  DEFENSE  COMMAND  AT  COLORADO  SPRINGS.  COLO.f 
SAID  TODAY  IT  BELIEVED  A HUGE  FIREBALL  THAT  HURTLED  ACROSS  THE  PRE- 

DAVL  - 

connwio  officials  said  an  aiR  FORCE  INVESTIGATING  TEAM  MOULD  BE 
FLOMN  "IMMEDIATELY"  TO  THE  NORTHEASTERN  UTAH  SITE  HHERE  THE  OBJECT 
APPARENTLY  CRASHED. SHORTLY  AFTER  k A.M.  MST  (7  A.M.  EDT). 

THE  COMMAND  CONFIRMED  REPORTS  THE  .MYSTERIOUS  FIERY  OBJECT  NARROVLY 
SIDESMIPED  A NAVY  PLANE  IN  AN  AREA  NEAR  THE  COLOR ADO-UTA H BORDER.  BUT 
SAID  IT  COULD  NOT  IDQITIFY  THE  PILOT  OR  HHERE  THE  PLANE  MAS  BASED. 

XT  GAVE  THE  PLANE'S  NUMBER  AS  "NAVY  IN37."  . 

COMMAND  OFFICIALS  JOINED  SEVERAL  EASTERN  SCIENTISTS  IN  RULING 
OUT  THE  POSSIBILITY  THE  FIREBALL  MAS  PART  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  SATELLITE 
LAUNCHING  ROCKET*  OTHER  MILITARY  SPOKESMEN  IN  THIS  AREA 

un-aHAY  MISSILE.  • 

SAID  ONE  AIR  FORCE 

OFFICIAL  AT  THE  AIR  DEFENSE  COMMAND.  "A  SHOWER  KNOMN  AS  «ET AfiflRTMTP^* 

/ WAS  DUE  OCT*  9 (LAST  NIGHT)  WITH  OTHERS  DUEIJOHE  US'l'H  KRD  23RD  OF 
'.OCTOBER."  ■■ 

A WESTERN  AIR  LINES  PILOT}  CAPTAIN  JOE  SEDAY  OF  LOS  ANGELES}  SAID 
HE  SAW  THE  OBJECT  WHILE  FLYING  OVER  SOUTHWESTERN  WYOMING.  HE  SAID  A 
FEW  MOMENTS  UTER  HE  TALKED  AIR-TO-AIR  BY  RADIO  WITH  THE  PILOT  OF 

UNIDENTIFIED  NAVY  PLANE}  HHI^HHAD  THE  REPORTED  NEAR-COLLISION  WITH 
THC  OBJECT* 

•WE  WON'T  HAVE  ANY  DEFINITE  INFORMATION  ON  THE  WHOLE  THING  UNTIL 
AN  AIR  FORCE  TEAM  GETS  IN  THERE  TO  SEARCH  THE'AREA. ON  THE  GROUND}" 

THE  COMMAND'S  PUBUC  INFORMATION  SERVICE  SAID.  "I  HAVE  BEOi  TOLD 
ANNOUNCE  THAT  A FULL-SCALE  INVESTIGATION  IS  BEING  MADE."  ' • 

the  command  SAID  IT  RAD  A LIST  *A  MILE  LONG"  OF  PEOPLE  WHO  HAD 
SPOTTED  THE  OBJECT.  SOME  DESCRIBED  IT  AS  A BRIGHT  RED  FIREBALL. 

OTHERS  SAID  IT  LOOKED  LIKE  A "WHITE  MOON*  WITH  A BLUE  FLAME  TAIL. 

.~THE-OBJKCT— IS-VVED'  ^ r 

THE  OBJECT  IS  BELIEVED  TO  RAVE  CRASHED  EAST  OF  VERNAL}  UTAH}  NEAR 
THE  COLORADO  BORDER* 

(PICKUP  fiTH  PGHt..  THE  OBJECT  WAS  SEEN  ETC) 

M.  , ; . . 
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CORRECTION* 

(STED  OF  FIVE) 
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. GENERAL  LEADLFIREBALL  ‘■ 

BY  UNITED  PRESS 

A MYSTERIOUS  FIERY  OBJECT  SKIPPED  ERRATICALLY  THROUGH  WESTERN 
PREDAWN  SKIES  TODAY  LEAVING  IN  ITS  WAKE  A FLOOD  OF  VARYING 
REPORTS  AND  SPECULATION  BEFORE  IT  REPORTEDLY  CRASHED  NEAR  THE  UTAH* 

COLORADO  BORDER*  

SOME  DESCRIBED  IT  AS  A "FIREALL.*  OTHERS  SAID  IT  LOOKED  LIKE 
A "WHITE  MOON"  WITH  A BLUE. FLAME  TAIL*  SOME  THOUGHT  IT  MIGHT  BE 
PART  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  SATELLITE  LAUNCHING  ROCKET,  ALTHOUGH  THAT  HAS 
VIRTUALLY  RULED  OUT*  OTHERS  THOUGHT  IT  WAS  A METEOR  OR  GUIDED  MISSILE 

GONE  ASTRAY*  

THE  AIR  DEFENSE  COMMAND  AT  C(H.ORADO  SPRINGS,  COLOj,  SAID  THE  AIR 
FORCE  WOULD  HAKE  A COMPLETE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  FIREBALL* 

AT  WASHINGTON,  THE  AIR  FORCE  SAID  THE  FIREBALL  APPEARED 
TO  BE  A METEOR* 

THE  FIRST  REPORT  CAME  FROM  A NAVY  PILOT  WHO  TOLD  CIVIL 
AERONAUTICS  ADMINISTRATION  EMPLOYES  IN  DENVER  AND  SALT  LAKE  CITY  HE 
NEARLY  COLLIDED  WITH  THE  OBJECT*  HE  SAID  HE  SAW  THE  "FIREBALL*  CRASH 
EAST  OF  VERNAL,  UTAH,  NEAR  THE  COLORADO  BORDER,  SHORTLY  AFTER. 

6 A*M*  EST*  ^ 

THE  OBJECT  WAS  SEEN  IN  SCATTERED  AREAS  OF  TEXAS,  COLORADO,  WYOMING, 
SOUTH  DAKOTA,  MONTANA  AMD  UTAH*  '■  ~ ^ 

HTTNESSES  AT  VERNAL  SAimTHEY  SAW  AN  OBJECT  THAT  "LOOKED  LIKE 
THE  MO(»i-*WKITE  WITH  A BLUE  FUME  THAT  Pift.sgn  LIKE  A HfABli*  DISAPPEAR 

BEHIND  LOW  MILLS  20  TO  SO  MILES  EAST  OF  THE  CITY*  SEARCHERS  WERE 
SENT  INTO  THE  VICINITY  IMMEDIATELY* 


MORE  RS129DP 


HX21A 

ADD  GENERAL  LEAD  FIREBAa  XXX  VICINITY  IMMEDIATELY* 

ONE  OBSERVER  AT  VERNAL  SAID  THE  OBJECT  "LIT  UP  THE  ENTIRE  SKY*" 

THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  THE  FIREBALL  WAS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  SOVIET 

SATELLITE  APPEARED  REMOTE*  Rj>D10  TBACKERS-1N-BASH1N.GIQN.  CLOCKED 

THE  MAN -MADE_MaON.. OVER  THE-MIDWES.I£RNLSME&  AT  THE  TIME.  OF 
pgPrtfeTyfi  FIREBALL  CRASH*  -si . ••  T.rr* 

THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  U*S*  . SATELLITE  TRACKING  PROGRAM,  ALLEN 
HYNEK,  SAID  IN  BOSTON  HE..WAS  "EXTREMELY  DOUBTFUL"  THE  FIREBALL  HAD  / 

ANYTHING  TO  DO  WITH  THE.  SATELUTE  OR  ITS  ROCKET  COMPANION*  - ’>5  J 

AN  A1  _ 

FORCE  B-A7  REPORTED  SEEING  THE  FIREBALL  OVER  SOUTHWESTERN 
WYOMING*  THE  PILOT  SAID  ME  BELIEVED  IT  WAS  A METEOR* 

SOME  .SPECULATED  THE  OBJECT  WAS  A GUIDED  MISSILE  GONE  ASTRAY*  HOWEVER, 

AN  AIR  FORCE  SPOKESMAN  AT  THE  MISSILE  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

NEAR  ALAMOGORDO,  N*M*,  SAID  NO  MISSILES  WERE  IN  THE  AIR  AT  THE  TIME 

THE  FIREBALL  WAS  REPORTED* 

A SPOKESMAN  AT  THE  AIR..DEFENSE  COMMAND  HEADQUARTERS  IN  COLORADO 
SPRINGS  EARLIER  MAD  DECLINED  TO  COMMENT  ON  REPORTS 

OF  THE  MYSTERIOUS  OBJECT*  HE  SAID  ONLY  THAT  ME  HAD  BEEN  TOLD  TO  "REFER 
ALL  QUERIES  TO  WASHINGTON." 

NEITHER  OF  THE  PILOTS  OF  THE  NAVY  OR  AIR  FORCE  PLANES  WHICH 
REPORTED  SEEING  THE  OBJECT  WAS  AVAIUBLE  FOR  COMMENT* 

RS1258P**  ; 

95  DS/HX  ,'^-3.  C..V  < 5T  Sp  ^ 

FYL*  SKEDDING  WA*S  FLU  STY  WHICH  3LV  WILL  CARRY  MAIN  HOD  TNI*  . I /. 


95  DS/HX  V a 

FY4  SKEDDING  WA*S  FLU  STY  WHICH  3LV  WILL  CARRY  MAIN  HOD  TNI*  . ^ 
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Th«  Nortb  Amtrlcan  Air  De- 
fense Command  at  <7olorado  | 
Springs,  Colo^  said  today  It 
believed  a bage  fireball  that 
hurtled  across  the  predawn , 
skies  of  five  Western  states 
was  a meteor. 


Command ' ofilclala  said  an 


Air  i Potci  . la vesUgatlng  team 
wodld  iM  down  ‘'Immediately" 
to  the  northeastern  Utah  site 
where  the  object  apparently 
crashed  early  this  morning. 


THE  COM31AND  confirmed  i 
reports  the  mysterious  £»ery  ob-  ' 
jeeb  narrowly  > sides  wiped  a 
.'‘^avy  plane  in  an  area  near 
the  Colorado-Utah  border,  but 
^'(id  it  could  not  identify  the 
pitot  or  where  the*  plane  was 
baseib  It  gaye  the  plane's  iium- 
ber  as  “Navy  1607.“ 

Command  officials  Joined  ; 
i^verat  Eastern  sclentfsta  In  ' 
ruling  out  the  possibility  . the  ' 
ri  reball  was  part  of  the  Rus- 
'(ill  satellite  launching  rocket. 
i^'Cier  military  spokesmen  In; 
this  area  rejected  the  possibil- 
ity. It  was  a run-away  missile. 

“This  la  a period  of  heavy 
meteor  activity.*'  said-  one  Air 
Force  official  at  the  Air  De- 
femfef.^ommand.  “A  shower 
knoiiig^\:ai^.VOiacoblmlda'  was ; 
du«^j9^',9  .(Iaat‘  higM)  with 
oth^  dtiAoh  the  ISUl  and  23d 
of>CctoberJ*“  • 

*yff  won't  have  Any  definite 
Inferraatlon  on  the  whole  thing 
tintllr an.  'Al^'^orce ' team  gets' 
In'iUwr  fo  aehrchf  thp  area  on 
the  ‘grdiind,“'.Jtbe'  command's 
public  information  service  said, 
"t'have  been  told  to  announce 
that  a full-scale  invescigatlon  | 
is  being  made.’*  | 


r 'NxraA  ^ . • 

144  INSERT  AnSR  4TH  PCH  CENERAL  LEAD  SATELLITE  UNDATED.  XXX  THE 
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RADIO  TRACKERS  IN  VASHIN6TON  REPORTED  THAT  THE  FIREBALL  «AS  NOT 
/ ‘.SPUTNIK.  OTHER  OBSERVERS  AT  THE  NAVAL  RESEARCH  UBORATORY  SAID  THE 
' r SOVIET  SATELLITE  STILL  HAS  MAINTAINING  ITS  ORIGINAL  ORBIT  AND  SPEED. 

RADIO  SIGNALS. FROM  THE  SPUTNIK  HERE  INTERCEPTED  STRONG  AND  CLEAR. 


' ' -V-  ►r*.' 
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AS  THE  SOVIET  MOON  SPED  OVER  THE  UNITED  STATES  ON  ITS  NORTHWEST  TO 
SOUTHEAST  ORBir.l>  THE  LABORATORY  SAID. 
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Denver  (AP)  — A brllUant 
ball  of  fire  described  as  brge 
as  a house,  blazed  across  west- 
em  skies  In  the  predawn  dark- 
ness yesterday#  It  whizzed  so 
close  to  a Navy  plane  that  the 
t»llot  had  to  make  a sharp 
turn  to  avoid  a collision. 

Scientists  said  they  ere  sure 
the  flaming  object  was  a 
meterfto  and  had  no  connec- 
tion with  the  Russian  satellite 
launched  last  week. 

The  Navy  transport  plane 
pilot,  Lt.  Cmdr.  W.  F.  Norris, 
said  after  seeing  the  fireball, 
he  circled  over  It  and  saw  it 
crash  In  rugged  country  near 
ihe  Colorado-Utah  border. 
Norris  said  he  had  to  bank 
sharply  to  avoid  the  fireball. 

HEADQUARTERS  of  the 
North  American  Air  Defense 
Command  at  Colorado  Springs 
Slid  fliers  will  search  the  area 
east  of  Myton,  in  cast-central 
Utah. 

Airplane  pilots  and  night 
toilers  all  the  way  from  North 
Dakota  to  Utah  told  of  seeing 
the  filming  sky  wanderer  U- 
luminatbig  the  heavens. 

: The  16 -man  crew  of  the 
transport  plane  etlU  was  shak- 
en when  the  plane  landed  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  nearly  seven 
hours  later. 

Capt.  E.  A.  Anderson,  who 
was  in  the  plane's  c^pit 
when  the  fireball  first  was 
seen,  said  the  object  came 
driving  out  of  the  north. 

TT  WAS  A BLUISH  green 
ball  of  fire."  said  Anderson, 
senior  medical  officer  at  the 
Norfolk  Naval  Air  Station. 

Anderson  said  the  object 
flashed  by  the  left  side  of  the 
transport  plane  and  appeared 
to  have  burned  out  about  1.- 


000  feet  below.  The  plane  was 
flying  at  17,000.  feet  at  the 
time  and  was  three  minutes 
past  its  checkpoint  at-Mlyton, 
Utah. 

In  addition  to  the  crew,  the 
4-engine  plane  carried  23  pas- 
sengers. No  one  was  hurt  and 
the  plane  was  not  damaged. 

An  Air  Force  bomber  pilot, 
Lt.  George  Wortell  of  Cleve- 
land, said  he  thought  for  a 
time  the  fireball  was  on  a 
collision  course  with  his  plane, 
and: 

"When  It  passed  Instead  of 
hitting  us,  excitement  turned 
to  awe.  Ibe  cockpit  was  lit 
up  like  daylight  ...  it  was 
a big  ball  of  blue-white  fire 
only  five  or  10  miles  away. 

•Tt  went  by  at  terrific 
speed  In  a descending  trajec- 
tory from  about  50.000  feet, 
trailing  a spectacular  multi- 
colored tail.  It  seemed  to  dis- 
integrate before  It  hit  ground, 
falling  In  many  pieces.' 
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plane  before  XT  CRASHED  IN  THE  VICINITY  OP  HYTON.  UTAH.  NEAR  THE 

COLOftADO-tITAr  * 

AN  AIR  TRAFFNC  CONTROL  SPOKESNAN  HERE  SAID  THE  PLANE  HAS  ALMOST  HIT 
BY  THE  FIREBALL  WHICH.  SHOT  ACROSS  THE  PRE-DANN  SKIES  OVER  DENVER  AT 

4*09  A.M*  HST* 

’fi>^::^TH£.SPOKESHAM  SAID  THE  PUNE  FoaoVED  THE  FIREBAU  AND  SAH  IT  CRASH 
aO  TO  SO  NILES  FROM  HYTON,  DHERE  IT  APPARENTLY  HAD  SET  OFF  A NUMBER  OF 
FIRES.,  ■ ■iiV.-V;-  ' V .v'v 

MVTHE  FIREBAU 'ALSO  NAS  SEEN  OVER  RAPID  CITY,  S.D.,  AND  DALHART.  TEX* 
THERE  WERE  OTHER  REPORTS  THAT  IT  HAS  SIIGHTED  OVER.VyOHING* 

THERE  WAS  SPECUUTION  THE  »F1REBALL»  M 
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A CAA  OFnCIAL  IN  DENVER  SAID  THE  FIREBALL  HAS  THE  LARGEST  HE  RAD 
EVER  SEEN*.  HE  SAID  XT  APPEARED  TO  BE  BLUE  AND  BAS  TRAILING  LONG  STREAMS 
OF  FLAME. 

(INCLUDB  EARLY) 
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rOLO  FIREBALL,  SALT  UKE  <CQ) 
COLCRASO  SPRIN6S,  COLO*,  OCT  10 


wwbwnnifw  arnxnwa,  \«wi>w*,  wi#4  iv--(UP)“"A  SPOKESMAN  AT  THE  NORTH 
AMERICAN  AIR  DEFENSE  COMMAND  NEADQIJARXERS  SAID  TODAY  HE  VAS  ORDERED  TO 
"REFER  ALL  QUERIES  TO  VASHINGTON*  ABOUT  A HUGE  FIREBALL  THAT  FLASHED 
ACROSS  SEVERAL  WESTERN  STATES  ABOUT  4t09  A*  M*  MST  (TtOD  A*  H*  EDT) 

4 CAPT*  ROBERT  GIVENS,  STAFF  OFFICER  XN  CHARGE  AT  X HE. COMMAND 
HEADQUARTERS,  SAID.  THE  MYSTERIOUS  FIREBALL  HAD  BEEN  REPORTED  TO 
'■OFFICIALS  HERE  "EARLY." 

Wr-  HE  REFUSED  TO  CONFIRM  OR  DENY  THAT  ANY  INVESTIGATING  PLANES  HAD  BEEN 
' SENT  TO  THE  SITE  WHERE  THE  FIREBALL  IS  BELIEVED  TO  HAVE  CRASHED  NEAR 
; THE  NORTHEASTERN  UTAH  TOWN  OF  MYTON* 

WHEN  ASKED  WHEN  HE  GOT  HIS  ORDERS  TO  REFER  AL 

L QUERIES  TO  WASHINGT(»i 

ABOUT  THE  FIREBALL,  GIVENS  REPLlEDl  "WELL,  THIS  HORNING.  IN 
UNUSUAL  CASES  LIKE  THIS  SUCH  QUESTIONS  ARE  ALMOST  ALWAYS  SENT  ON  TO 
WASHINGTON*". 

...  TPSDOA 


; I" . I 

. “ A » 

» L V- 


V 


t r- 


*■ 


I 


WA42A 

. FOLO  TIRIBALU  VERNAL 

VASHINGTON.  OCT*  10*-- (UP)— THE  AIR  FORCE  SAID  TODAY  IT  IS  INVESTI- 
GATING REPORTS  OF  A FIREBALL.  STREAKING  ACROSS  THE  VESTERN  PART  OF  THE 
NATION  EARLY  THIS  HORNING*  A SPOKESMAN  SAID  THE  FIREBALL  "APPEARS  TO 
RAVE  BEEN  A METEOR." 

. THE  AIR  FORCE  SAID  ITS  AIR  DEFENSE  COMMAND  HEADQUARTERS  AT  COLORADO 
SPRINGS  RECEIVED  REPORTS  ABOUT  THE  HREBALL  FROM  SEVERAL  SOURCES  EARL 
TODAY*  ; 

THESE  INCLUDED  GROUND  OBSERVERS*  STRATEGIC  AIR  COMMAND  PLANES.  A 
CIVIL  TRANSPORT  PLANE*  AND  A NAVY  PILOT* 

THE  AIR  FORCE  SAID  THE  FIRIBALL  APPARENTLY  MOVED  SOUTHHEST  FROM 
THE  DAKOTAS  AND  MONTANA  AND  SEEMED  TO  HAVE  LANDED  NEAR  MYTON.  UTAH. 

HAS  DESCRIBED  AS  A BRIGHT  GREEN  BALL  HHICH  TURNED  VHITE  AND  RED  JUST 
BEFORE  CRASHING* 

BOTH  THE  AIR..FORCE  AND  THE  NAVY  HERE  SAID  TREY  HAD  BEEN  UNABLE  TO 
IDENTIFY  THE  NAVY  PILOT  HHO  HAS  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  SEEN  THE  FIREBALL* 
BOTH  SERVICES  DENIED  REPORTS  THAT  THERE  HAD  BEEN  ANY  SECRECY  LID  ON 
THE  FIREBALU 

,-0- 

(DX— AIR  FORCE^SEZ  YOU  SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  GET  EVERYTHING  AVAILABLE 
QN  FIREBALL  THROUGH  A COL*  MAYALL  AT  ADC.  COLORADO  SPRINGS— HA) 
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ALAM060BD0,  II  *M 
MISSILE  SEVELOraEN 


OCT.  10— (UP) —A  SPOKESMAN  AT  THE  AIR  FORCE 
CENTER  HEAR  HERE  SAID  TODAY  A HUGE  FIREBALL  : 


CENTER 


ASSISTANT  CHIEF  VITM  THE  PUBLIC  INFORMATION 
NO  MATADOR  MISS ILE  F IRl NGS^ N ERE  SCHEDULED 


OFFICE  AT  THE  CENTER 
TODAY  "AND  NO  OTHP>  | 

THERE' BXtTWSECTURE  THE^IREBALL  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  A MISGUIDED  MISSILE 

OR  ONE  OF  THE  MATADORS.  NHICH  RECENTLY  HAVE  BEEN  ESCORTED  ON  CROSS* 
COUNTRY  FLIGHTS  FROM  THE  MISSILE  DEVELOPMENT  HERE  TO  A PRE*D£TERMINED 
TARGET  AREA ' IN"  UTAH.'.  >3  ■ ■ /J  e ■ 
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. FOLD  FIREBALL.  DENVER 

VASK1N6T0N,  OCT.  10.*«(tlP}—A  HUGE  FIREBALL  SEEN  OVER  DENVER  AT 
710)  A.  H.  EDT  TODAY  V AS . NOT.  SPUTNl K. 

(X  ,RA010  TRACKERS  HERE  CLOCKED  THE  SOVIET  SATELLITE  OVER  MID-UNITED 
STATES  AT  7138  A.  H.  EOT.  AT  THAT  MOMENT  IT  HAS  FLYING  IN  A NORTHWEST- 
SOUTHEAST  DIRECTION  . VEST. .OF  A LINE  BETWEEN  DETROIT  AND  CLEVELAND. 

THE  RADIO  TRACKING  CONTROL  CENTER  HERE  SAID  SPUTNIK  WOULD  PASS., 

.VEST  OF  DENVER  AT  9 134A  M.  EDT. 

OFFICIALS  HAD  NO  VAT  OF  KNOWING  IMMEDIATELY  WHETHER  THE  FIREBALL 
WAS  ONE  OF  SPUTNIK'S  COMPANIONS— THE  THIRD  STAGE  ROCKET  AND  NOSE 
CONE— WHICH  ALSO  WERE  REPORTED  TO  BE  CIRCLING  THE  EARTH.  . 
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1.  DESCRlPTIONt' 

A.  ROUND  AREA  OF  LICHT 

B.  LARGER  THAN  A BASKETBALL 

C.  BLUE  •>  GREeI) 
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D.  ONE 

e'.  n/a 

F.  N/A 
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G.  TRAIL  • 3-4  TINES  SIZE  OF  OBJECT; 


H.  NONE 

I.  NONE 

I 

2.  DESCRIPTION  OF  COURSE 

A.  APPEARED  AHEAD  OF  CAR  WHILE  TRAVELING 


B.  73  DEGREES  FROM  HORIZON 

C.  30  DE6REEZ  FROH  HORIZON 
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D.  STRAIGHT  LINE  OR  A SLIGHT  ARC 
E'.  FADED  FRm  VIEW 


T,  JW  - THREE  SECONDS 
3.  MANNER  OF  OBSERVATION! 
A.  GROUND/VISUAL 


• ♦ 


vj\ 
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B.  NONE 
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C.  N/A 

4.  TINE  A DATE  OF  SIGHTING 


3.  LEVITTOWN,  NEW  YORK 
6*  IDENTIFYING  INFO  OF  ALL  OBSERVERS 


A. 


3$  YEARS 


o • Y -3 


<P»A  j 


LEVITTOWN,  NEW  YORK 


( 


( 


I. 


( 


3*  N/A 


7*  WEATHER 
A.  NONE 


« * 


B.  SURFACE  569  DEG  10  KT 


C 


c 


6,000 

DEC 

KT 

10, 000 

290  DEG 

23 

KT 

A m t 

16,000 

* ,< 

DEG 

4 

KT 

20,000 

270  DEG 

30 

KT 

30,000 

260  DEG 

VJI 

KT 

30,000 

DEG 

KT 

80,  000 

260  DEG 

60 

1 

KT 

C.  CLEAR 
B*  29  NILES 
E*  NONE 


r.  * 

S.  NONE 
9*  NONE 
10,  NONE 
ii«  NONE 

12.  NONE 

* * . • 
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1«  The  Attached  eorrespcmdeneei  rerleved  by  a number  of  laY  oelentlete 
me  passed  on  to  the  imdersigDed  by  Dr*  Hynek,  vith  the  suggestion  that  It 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Air  Force* 

2.  The  gram  consequences  of  ndlitary  pilots,  or  oeabers  of  the  military 
or  public,  mistaking  (and  officially  roporting)  meteorites  or  "flrebaUs” 
striking  the  earth  — ae  Soriet  missiles,  duri^  tense  international  situation 
or  periods  of  Impending  hostilities  (such  m existed  the  fev  days  before  Pearl 
Harbor)  is  recognised*  It  ms  discussed  at  length  by  the  undersigned  vith  the 
Office  of  the  Scientific  Advisor  last  sunaer,  as  a prime  reason  for  a "nev** 

UFO  regulation  and  the  need  for  "UFO  identification  and  guidance  material*" 

3*  Hev  UFO  regulation  ia  now  in  the  proceee  of  publication*  A "UFO 
guidance  and  identification**  ntfuwal  is  also  in  the  process  of  coaq»letion  by 
undersigned,  workloads  and  othar  prior itlea  permitting* 


>BG^T*  GHEGORX 
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Director'^ ’ ’ ~ ’’’  ’ ■■  V -' 

Aatropbysleiil  Observatory 

Canbrldge  Meaa. 
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i^ear  X>r.  ffhlpplei  . * 


Kecently  X nede  a fireball' survey  vhlbh  revealed  a 
eltuation  that  la  frightening  end  I think  perhaps  you  are 

the  man  in  best  position  to  do  something  about  It* 

■ 

* Ti'  ' 

On  October  10|1967,  a navy  pilot  of  Xt*Coir.nander 
rank  was  flying  fro(n,^,ttlaraeda,Callf ornia  to  Norfolk,  Va*  , 
carrying  military  personnel*  ue  was  about  miles  aoutleaat 
of  Salt  Lake  City  when  he  said  he*  sighted  a larw^e  fireball  ii 
his  left  srd  ahead,  coming  in  a collision  course  ?c  Ve  her.k^d 
-5?  fjlane  anci  circled.  As  he  cia  so  **tx.e  i!  recall  a is  Integra 
unoer  him* *•  ' 


V " .[  There  were  many  sightings  of  this  rireball  from 

widely  Separated  pblnta  but  the  ^orth  American  uefenae  Comman' 
at  Colorado  springs  took  the  pilot's  statement  at  par  ard  dls> 
patched  a aearohlng  party  to  the  area  where  tf.e  pilot  said  It 
landed*  1 auopose  they  worked  on  the  theory  that  it  might 
poaalbly  have  been  a misa^le  ^latead  of  a meteorite*  I dla- 
^ cussed  the  matter  w|th  the  'Colonel  who  was  in  charge  of  that 
't  of  flee  and  vrlio  tiimeelf  led  "Chir  eeakeli^in^' party*  Vfhan  Used  die* 

^ the  matter  with  him  and  his  subordinates  I lyae  really 

^ A truly  frightened  though  1 tried  npt  to  reveal  this  atat#»"  o; 
mind  to  *'r^m.'Tbe  point,  is  my  survey  bad  revealed  that  the  t. t- 1 1- : r^ 
Ite  had  disintegrated  at  a point  mere  then  150  wll^s ‘Jlma  »h»*i  *- 
they  searched  yet  two  weeks  al  ter  t.hls  event  the  Colonel  and  \ \ f 
staff  were  In  a state  of  complete  confusion  ana  had  reached  rrr 
eonolusion  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  concerning  the  loca* 
tion  or  nature  of  that  object*  ' 


i«y  survey  covered  points  on  all  sides  of  the  end 
of  the- fireball  and  the  only  thing  about  wl  id*  the  pilot 
correct  »jas  the  auproylaate  olrectior  from  which  It  had.  come. 
That  direction  was  approximately  .the  same  direction  from  wllcr 
e hues  Ian  miaalXe  would  be  most  likely  to  come  yet  I was  un^i  1 
to  find  thajt  our  radSLT  screen  had  detected  anything. 

'V....'  Nop' there  Is  no  question  but  that  this  was  a meieotl* 
m;c  It  clslntegrated  at  an  altitude  aoove  ten  miles, 


l \ , 
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I \ 
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1 ^ .T 

1 i 

th 
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, I am  writing,  you  b^ceua^  this  Mgh  rtinklrit^  pll>n  . 
t>.w  too  of*flclal«  of  the  liorth  A.-nfi  lcen  Defense  clearly 

th^^lr  Inability  to  deal  with  problems  of  Identity  and  loo^*' 
of  such  objects.  Juat  like  dozens  of  oUi«r  pilots  with  whom  1 
iifivw  Tiet  on  almlldr  surveys  through  pest  £0  >ears  they  d*. 

all  of  the  wrong  things  and  none  of  the  rV.ht  things  In  att^rp.- 
Ing  to  report  and  analyse  the  situation*  Ihla  cons tl tutea , m 
^:esperate  threat  .under  present  international  condltlona* 

\ . en ^ crerefully  over  the  nany  dlspatehee  that  reach<»d 
the  DF.NVElf  POST  office  concerning  this  fireball.  Anyone  who. 
understands  the  methods  of  dealing  with  sub^e ports  cotild  h^v* 
a at  there  at  his  desk  snd  telephone  end  In  lO  .nilnutes  could  h^v^ 
Unown  positively  that  this  waa  a .*neteorlte  sno- could  have  uncv-ri 
the  general  area  over  which  it  peasea  and  rhere  It  landed* 


From  now  on»  It  aopears  to  tc  that  unless  theJ^  Is  £■•  i 
*:o  a processing  office  where  ell  auch  reports*  will  be  enterec- 
we  sre  In  danger  of  t^p  International  cataatrophlea * 1);  a 
cs  e trial  shot  could  err Ive  end  the  ml  11:. ary  wo’ijd.  be 
'^f  tt  until  Its  Isndinf  could  be  used  by  the  ene.-ny  to  correct 
their  aim  end  literally  blanket  our  country  with  atomic  aestruc 
lor,  or  ?)  a meteorite  cculd  be  mistaken  for  a missile  tno  our 
r^tslljtory  mechanism  be  set  in '.motion  initiating  a war  of  co.rpl 
des  tnTct  Ion# 


There  is  no  question  about  the  lack  .of  preparation  In 
pllotS'  fco.  deal  with  this  situation*  i have  found  it  almost 
universal#  One  of  the  chief  duties  of  this  proposed  processing 
office,  would  be  the  proper  instruction  of  pilots fSiilltary  per.«c 
ne  Vfr:  and  forest  service  personnel*  Our  fire  lookouts  and  .cent r 
towers  are^  of  utmost  Importance  In  handling  the  prohlem^provld- 
inw  thei^know  what  to  do# 


^-^01  hope  you  will  find  some  means  'of  correcting  this 
extremely^  dangero^js  situation# 

# 

B- 

T 

■ Slnce;>el7  youra,.. 


S.K.Vlnlrger 


A.  . 


. _ 


*•  'll. 


4 


Your  lotter  of  DBomber  2 is  a vmry  important  om 
and  X cartalnly  shan  with  you  misgivings  of  tha  type 
you  dosorlbo.  1 shall  pass  along  to  ths  proper  author 
ties  a oopgr  of  your  letter « with  your  psxmission,.  and 
will  dlsouss  It  with  them.  If  you  wish  to  oontrltmte 
mors  in  alleviating  the  situation,  1 would  appreeiate 
your  referring  ns  to  a good  deBcription  of  exactly  how 
the  ohservations  of  fireballs  shcmld  be  made  bo  that 
the  proper  Interpretations  can  be  reached.  If  there  i 
not  a.  really  good  account  of  this  that ^ might  be  usable 
by  pilots  and  other  mllltazy  obsux*vers,  I suggest  that 
you  write  down  a few  ideas  and  pass  them  around  among 
the  various  meteorite  students. 


sally  think  there  is  a useful  f 
direction  and  will  cooperate  in 


Hope  evexy thing  is  going  well  with  you. 

* - . 

. T t 

j 

' " .v'  -, ' ■ - Sincerely 


Fl^d  L.  Whipple 
Director 


